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The Australian system of Government Finance Statistics (GFS) was revised by the Australian Bureau of Statistics, with the release of the Australian System of Government Finance Statistics: Concepts, Sources and Methods 2015 Cat. No. 5514.0.

Implementation of the updated GFS manual has resulted in the ‘classification of the functions of government’ (COFOG) framework replacing the former ‘government purpose classification’ (GPC) framework, with effect from the 2018-19 financial year for financial reporting under AASB 1049. 
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The Government purpose classification (GPC) classifies expenses and acquisition of non‑financial assets of the public sector and general government sector in terms of the purposes for which the transactions are made. As required under AASB 1049, total assets of the State and general government sector are also required to be allocated to purpose classification where possible to do so. The major groups reflect the broad objectives of government and the groups and subgroups detail the means by which these broad objectives are achieved. 
General public services
Include legislative and executive affairs, financial and fiscal affairs, external affairs, foreign economic aid, general research, general economic and social services, general statistical services and government superannuation benefits.

Public order and safety
Includes police and fire protection services, law courts and legal services, prisons and corrective services, and control of domestic animals and livestock.

Education

Includes primary and secondary education, university and other higher education, technical and further education, preschool and special education and transportation of students.

Health

Includes general hospitals, repatriation hospitals, mental health institutions, nursing homes, special hospitals, hospital benefits, medical clinics and practitioners, dental clinics and practitioners, maternal and infant health, ambulance services, medical benefits, school and other public health services, pharmaceuticals, medical aids and appliances and health research.

Social security and welfare

Includes sickness benefits; benefits to ex‑servicemen and their dependants; invalid and other permanent disablement benefits; old age benefits; widows; deserted wives; divorcee and orphan benefits; unemployment benefits; family and child benefits; sole parent benefits; family and child welfare; and aged and handicapped welfare.

Housing and community amenities

Includes housing and community development, water supply, household garbage and other sanitation, sewerage, urban stormwater drainage, protection of the environment and street lighting.

Recreation and culture

Includes public halls and civic centres, swimming pools and beaches, national parks and wildlife, libraries, creative and performing arts, museums, art galleries, broadcasting and film production.

Fuel and energy

Includes coal, petroleum, gas, nuclear affairs and electricity.

Agriculture, forestry, fishing and hunting

Includes agricultural land management, agricultural water resources management, agricultural support schemes, agricultural research and extension services, forestry, fishing and hunting.
Transport and communications
Includes road construction, road maintenance, parking, water transport, rail transport, air transport, pipelines, multi‑mode urban transit systems and communications.
Other economic affairs

Includes storage, saleyards, markets, tourism and area promotion and labour and employment affairs.

Other purposes

Includes public debt transactions, general purpose inter government transactions and natural disaster relief.

Source:  Australian Bureau of Statistics: 5514.0.55.001 - Australian System of Government Finance Statistics: Concepts, Sources and Methods, 2005 (Amendments released 13/07/2010)  
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